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context: LGBTQ Youth Actlvists

Educational Intimacy it the kind of inclusive intimacy that develops
8mong people. 88 they Support each other in working towerds 8 hared vision.




Chroma is @ youth-led ongenization We have Lots of discussions 8beuk Lhat
in £he Midwest UL for LGBTGS it means o be “gouth-Led”and that

and allied youth™ (ooks diffecent gt different times.

For ug, '€ means that in decision-
making gbout Chromd gctivities, we
peionitize the perspectives of the youth
Presdent, Vice-Presdent, and (eadorship team.
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*'L&BTA gouth” here means“(esbian, qay, bisevudl, N> >

trans, queer, interser, aserusl, and ether suuel and /U\

gender minority people. betuween 12nd20 yeors old.’
Chroma meets weekly ©o do various Chromg 8lse has & Teaching Committee,
aekivities, from playing gemes ogether 8 group of youth who tesch teachers

bo discussions sbout LEBTOr secial issues. and other tommunity members gbout

how to best suppert LEBTAX youth.

% % Yes L2

- 1L
B B O w0
V@\ B EsA
For example, Chroma youth geve

professional developmert presentations
to every teacher in their school district.,

T joined Chror 83 an adult volunteer 5 O a
+o support the teaching committee. ) HGO%
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T yined each committee meeting ,
= ' = —
\&) helped youth hone their presentations, \g”.@ 0z’
- and often drove them to trainings. ~@—
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You e8n %ell educstiondl
intimacy s there through hurmor...

Thats teo logical, To be fair, # its
we're fools for net TOO logical <he Budience
saying that all elong! won't get it

Maybe we can just §3y thet
teachers goal should betn make
2 38R thet s s8% for the
mest marginglized people

... Little moments of self-deprecation,
tedsing, and exgggeration...




.« gentle helping behaviors...

For the event on
coming out, should we

ask people how they cme
%o their identity, orcheose
more specific questions?

Maybe specific questions is
better, becduse i you asked
mé something brogder, T'd

be, Ule,

whhbhhbb...

... 8nd thoughtfully holding ene
another gccountable,
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It's what emerges when we ooy
attention %o one @nothers ingights and
feelings while getting things dene.
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(cen we hove quietfor 8 5ec” )

usuglly when people Like first getr
ints deing beginings, usualy e firgt
time 4hay 9o ‘o 8 praentabion...

T we just have thum be on Like 8 panel,
30 they can ee how everygthing qees.

For queer youkth activists, educationsl intimacy
helped ug trest edch other well mow, Like we
wank LGBTA+ youth 4o be trested in the future.
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Educationgl Intimaey metters for
Learning in collective action spaces:

its whet allowed he
Chroms qeuth 1o productively
creste presentations...

... to envigion how their
schoolt cowld be...

.. 8nd 4o generatively
eritique one @nokher...

You shoulds told
Jaime to de it.

So, Ms.(lark was

Did you, like,
there, too.

comically stage
whisper —

hohy ‘—“don'éseg oz (Yesh, T would've
=_“trensgendered’)” done it!

e e

She was on the
sidelines, but
T waved,

to make their 3dvocacy
88 effective a3 possible.
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This comic is park of
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To £ind out more 8bout £he research presented in his comic, go chedk eut:

Uttamehandani, 8. (Fortheoming). Educstional, intimacy : Learning, fukurity, and

relationships in an LGBTQ+ gouth apoup's advocacy eflorts. Journal of #he
Learning Sciences.
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