Many of vs think of learning
as something that happens
in an individval brain—

—but that's onlgj
part of the story,

In North Americs, we often think of teaching

as an act of filling an empty vessel —
—students 3re assumed o bring nething 4o the classroom,
and %eachers benevolently fill them up.
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Paolo Freire called this the

\
Banking Model”
learners are empty

teachers have all
the coins.

Part

is fthat it assumes that each coin can be pulled

ovt

of what doesnt work about the metaphor 47 (and theres g Lot

and used any time.

somethin

in one context, {it into another.
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that doeant work. )

This is what learning But if that's the way we learned,
theorists csll transter. what would we do when we meet
unanticipated problems or contexts?
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Q:}\)r:} To be clear, this was 3 cr'i+i<z‘ue. of these learning Faraéier
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Another %hing £hat doesnt —but we don‘é!:)

work abovt these ideas ig

they assume that humans

move through the. world
as individvaly —

ﬁ/erg'éh/hj about our

lives is™ secia/

A better metaphor might
be to think. about how kids
Learn their first (anguage

Firsc, babies learn khrooh being #round langusge that cother peeple are using
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they mostly experience it Hrough immersien.

Second, words dont get deposited into pabies' brains, they ot précticed
(and mangled, and tried 8gain nd ag@in and again!) and used in di?&ren’c contexts.

[t's always about participating in the contextusl
practices of the group of language speskers.




So basically, learning is socil,
its about cognition and practice
together, and it's contextual.

Learning scientists (Like Joe)
talk 'A%mt this appreach as

veing Sociocultursl.

(e think about cognition being bound up with
the Sociocultural practices of 3 community —

— what and how and why people
do the things they do together
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Lo.ern'\ng IS 3 community Procesy, and it's aluays
developing through our shared participation

ltisnt yust about content, or
only what's happening at the

synspses in geople’s braing

because. idess and ways of acking
together are alwayg evolving.

There are. lots of different approaches
%o thinking about (e8rning secioculturally.
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Lave § Wenger xalk 3bout
Sitvated (earning, where

newbies (earn Lheir way into Fitching In, *hinking about how
3 community of practice thrvgh  some kids participate in community
Legitimate Feripherdl Participgten,  as they qrows.

gradually learning oy eing
involved in joint work.

Rogoff and her feam suggested
Learning by observing and

And Estmonde { Booker remind
us that all of these lﬁ.ar-nins
relationships exist in the
context oF power relstionships:




One of the mekaphors +het we (ike comes
from apprenticeship. Apprentices get formally

“tayght” some things, but mostly, they hang around
someone more experienced and help do the work..

N ’ Think. of learning 4o cook-.
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{‘ ., b pe 2&\9 up in 3 family of women
=4 nat baked, and I was always
in the kikchen, experiencing the

2 movement, the Lalk,and Lhe
LS / patterns of baking as part of
u othec gendered and cultural practices.
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\Fﬁ&;@ ) As g tiny kid, T would “help” messure
)t

out Hlour, stic batkers, or cub out biscuits.

As T got older, L was encouraged /allowed t}___%/%-
to do more things, like make brounies from @ ‘oox. { @\W




By doing these things,
T came £o understand the.
chemistry of baking.

not in 8 molecular way, but
in 8 practical, embodied way,

T also mmessed up a bumch.
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and my Family still fells the story of the time
T aggressively mixed in the whipped egy whites
instead of gently folding them, resulting in 3
dense rock of @ cake meant to be Lights and ?\uﬁ'g.

S I remember mixing up salt and
Sugar in one recige (gross
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This example helps show that
learning isn't done in isolation.

lts enabled by comunity that
shows what to do through immersion,

helps you experience wh
gou do things that way,

(and maybe tesses youfrever
About your mistakes)




I+'s about participation
in tasks (arge and small

sothat you become able to
do the tagks independently.

Many socioculbural
learning theorists would
argue that the mast important
thingin the processis

Becoring

coming 4o understand
yourself as @ member
of the community.

(‘/\/\)—% Like, T am a bgker

And other people, tike my
grendma and my mom and
my sistern

e me a3 3 bgker because
T do +the things that we
bakers dre supposed to do.
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(@ As activists <hinking about politicization.,
%

Looking 8t learning in these ways is important
@ because it helps us avoid some key pitfalls:

That there is only one way +o
have radical peliticg, and once. you're

there, youre dome lzaming

become. Patiﬁc{ud

This is 2 big thing in studies of cadicalization
that e almest exdusively on Brown, Muglime
men. Securiby Studies scholars Grgue Bt ks
possible to just suddenly baome radicalized . This
s 8 deegly cacist and islamephobic approadt,
and assumes a pathological problem Lith these
individual acters, cather than seing their lesrning
33 embedded in. matecial condrtions and sub-
communibies preducing particular practices.

That its just
the tactics

fecple can do diredk action tactics
without having what e would recegnize

as radical politics. [iberal and conservative
activists may use many tactics that Lok
the same., but ther learning through and
around these fackics may be very distint,

D That its just
in your head

Loks of people (earn histories of race
and racism —+that doesnk +ransform them
into racial justice activists |
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