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ossil Fuel Divestment tries
to stop the flow of money from
Universities o fossil fuel companies. =

Universities have endowment
funds that are invested in
the stock market...

...8nd most schools have
some of that money wrapped
up in the fossil fuel industry,

90

Fossil Fuel Divestment demands
our universities pull our money
out of the 200 companies
that have the largest reserves
of fossil fuels.




Fossil Fuel Divestment is the most common student campaign to address the climate crisis,
with over H00 campaigns worldwide.

in the US, the Divestment
ISb.\dent NM:A w\:\:a’m‘»
i decided ko close
i “ﬁ pivek o elastoral
enganizt _,anAGman
Deal, in the form Sethe
Sonrise Moverent.
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There have been some. big ing oo —
like at the Universitg of Glasgows (where

they used our ok T brief!) and &he
University of California System,
But also 8 /ot of (osses.




The logic of divestment, acconding &
campaign materials, wss that if we wanted
to solve climate change befere it got
teo bad —

Wait, it's already been too bad

for decades, and we know £hat
Indigenous people and coastal nations
are already bearing the brunt
o climate change!

T know now,
bot I didnt
when we
_— stanted,

— that we should get eur
schools £o pull their money from
these big fossil fuel compsnies...
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...and CAPE will make the public remove
the social licence from fossil fuel companies.

wait, what the heck
is “social licence®?

The idea of social licence is that
companies operate with the tacit
support ot the public...

.. but if we could change that,
then wed be able to pass new laws
that could regulate the indqskrs.



Some people in our grovp argve
that divestment awomplishes movement-
building betker than big qoals Lke
getking Cangda to @ypin Kysto”
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*the Kyoto Protool, @ 199% UN sgreement to reduce

carbon emissions. Canada  signed in 2004 but
withdrews in 201l unden Stephen Harper.

And, 4hat a big reason climate change
ackivism has failed in general is that
there just ismt 3 strong encugh
movement to force politicians to act.

£he scope of divestment is narrow,
it's imediate, and its doable.

We think we
ean gek Uk T to divest,
even i we cant qet conservative
politiciens £ change their minds

on Kysto, or Liberal politicians
to abanden pipelines.

So its not about the money?

Well, it depends on who yoo ask.

Bot for 3 lot of divestment pesple, no.

They recognize that the amount of money
divested, industry wouldnt feel it.

For a while, there wés a focus on

reinvesting that money into impacted

community led energy alternatives,
but that never realy gained momentum.




Okay, so let's make sure Tve qot this right:
Fossil Fuel Divestment’s geal was net to
impact the finances of oil and ges companies,
but to change public opinion in the hope that
that would enable policy change later on?

L N

So then why did all these
goung people gek into ®?

| mean, its for

)

8 let of reasons.

| mean, generationally, T think we feel Uke the world is on fucking Fire and £he generations

before us have screwed vs. We know we need bold action, and we need it now.
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@ they dlidne do & 40 years ggo.
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Decadal Land-Sorface area temperature, 0-year moving average
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1900

—and no one else is
so’\ns 4o do it but us.

2000




Mostly its becavse its somethin
in vour daily habits, like wh

ovteide an individual level

of change
gou est. lts 3 next step Surther.
5 '

Qik& Tm a student 3t £his school, so ovtside of myself

and
my Samily and friends, the nexk step is where T o0 ke Sd'\eoQ
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(Were all part of this institotion,
s0 we have an obligation to be aware
of what they are or srent doing

§e




(There’s 8 question of whether we should ook for Divestment is what T see as the farthest
markek-based golutions or do something radical people 8re willing to go at this point.

N
( which I think is & better route. )

... 304 Fmything to avod khe worst
of the crisis is prefecable to ingction.

But divestment, somewhnat, has buy-in.

Its also & big campaign internationally, /
and ane of the most visible.
N

It's also easy to jump in—
350.0rg has easy-to-follow kits that
provide the recipe for haats start 3 campaign.

Alse, it was 8 community.

e

So& T feel Like there w (ot more of
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with other clubs its like we
have this meeting, then pesce.




At UofT, it was also seen as
reasonable , not extreme.

We even had 2 ;)okeg) chant,

Oh yeah, it was a clesr
reference. to say,

“Werre not like other activists.”

And in some ways, we werent.

In many places, the frameuwork. of divestment
really narrowed what young people were
imagining was possible and desirable.

It made some people think. that
the only way we could create
change was by wesring suits.

and appealing to those with pover
throughn reasonable arguments.

and that the market
could sdve us

or that qetbing press
was the %ea\., ga\?: £ndn
stopping climate change.



So alter years of
participeting in and
researching divestment,
we're a bit...

...disillusioned.
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get us ouf of the climate crisis

Its Llike, divestment could never )

to geb us aut of the
wmess capitalism made.

Ie does vend little, 4o address anma’ce@
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@n dll get (eft out of mainstream divestment campaigns




But they dont always.
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Ard £hig is where we €hink
Divestment campaigns ¢an be wseful | They creste spaces shere activist
i

dentities and communities Sorm,
/ where activists become ?o(.i{:iciu.e\,.
N3

We've geen £his in our own campaign,
and aaross North Amecica

The. divestment campaign
areates RS Lhere e have
4ried 4o Live our pelitics.

and that creates (oks o}
contradictions £hat pisted
uS 0‘@‘ —

tan& helped us learn!

Se uhat divestment does best \? .

~ SS

is build the cemmunity /'

-
the muscle ==="

L and the appetite

a ’ for more radical dlimate. sctivism
o —— -
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